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FAA Safety Alert Addresses Pop-Up 
ATC COVID Closures

planeandp i lo tnews.com

The FAA has issued a safety notice 
telling pilots something many have al-
ready found out the hard way. It’s warn-
ing that air traffic control facilities can 
suddenly close for cleaning after the 
discovery of COVID-19 infection in staff 

members. In some cases that means 
crews have to fend for themselves in 
maintaining separation in some of the 
country’s busiest airspace. Airports in 
the L.A. Basin experienced a series of 
shutdowns over the recent holiday pe-

riod and last Wednesday the Jackson-
ville TRACON was closed for most of 
the evening push when a staff mem-
ber’s positive test became known. The 
sudden closure was announced in a 
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There have been a lot of 
articles about flying in to Put-
In-Bay, a.k.a. South Bass Is-
land and I’d like to give you 
a different twist on the idea. 
South Bass Island has an 
excellent transportation sys-
tem and probably the most 
beautiful state park in Ohio. 
Within that state park there 
are about 15 or 20 cliff side 
campsites only available for 
tent campers. There is no 
electricity but there are good 
showers and restrooms near-
by. If you arrive by airplane, 
the airport is only about a 
mile from the state park and 
it is easy to get there.

South Bass Island really 
has two personalities. The 
weekend personality is ex-
emplified by Put-In-Bay’s 
unofficial motto, “A nice little 
drinking island with a fishing 

problem.” If partying is your 
goal, you will not be left dis-
appointed. But the rest of the 
week South Bass Island is 
an extremely pleasant, quiet 
place to vacation and camp.

There are lots of ways to 
getting to the island: for Lake 
Erie boaters, sailing is usually 
not more than a half day trip. 
The Miller Ferry and the Jet 
Express provide other ways 
of getting to the island, we 
who are pilots have our own 
airport.

Put-In-Bay Airport (3W2) 
is a well maintained vital link 
for the island.  At times in 
the winter it is the only way 
to and from the island. One 
important thing to remember 
is that the airport is closed to 
takeoff and landings at night. 
There have been many acci-
dents at the airport caused 

by approaches and depar-
tures over the water at night. 
A night takeoff can turn into 
instant black IFR conditions. 
The runway is a little short 
at 2870 feet but there are 
displaced thresholds with 
an extra 450 and 650 feet at 
each end. The approaches 
are relatively clean. You do 
have to be on your game.  
There should be no problem 
for light 4 place airplanes 
and I have even seen a Piper 
Aerostar on the ramp. We 
regularly take our Cessna 
Skymaster in and just make 
sure that we are not carrying 
any excess speed. As a note, 
you do need to bring your 
own tie-down ropes.

The airport is unattended 
and there is a small land-
ing fee. Everything is based 
on the honor system; this is 
the only income the airport 
receives. There are no gas 
sales and there is no mainte-
nance provided on the field. 
Personally, I feel it a privi-
lege to pay the landing fee 
because without an airport 
there’s no place to land.  

The island has an excel-
lent transportation system. 
You can rent a golf cart or 
bicycles right at the airport 
or you can call a taxi and 
haul all your stuff over to the 
campground that way. It is 
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“Because, I Say So”
Editorial Column by Beverly Hartong

Aviation Law
By William (Bill) Hayes

Bill Hayes

Island Camping Adventure
When I took over the 

paper in 1996, I wanted 
to have named month-
ly columns so readers 
could identify easily with 
a special topic or colum-
nists. Bill Hayes was one 
of my first columnists, he 
quickly came up with his 
column name, Aviation 
Law. When I said I was 

having difficulty finding 
an appropriate title for 
mine, he laughed and 
said, “Because I Say So!”  
I am thinking it might be 
based on my no non-
sense personality – but 
I could be wrong. But I 
liked it, so that is what I 
use.

Where Are 
We Headed???

See "Say” on page 10

See “Island” on page 18

Camping in the Fall is not crowded. Taken in October of  
2019 I was the only person tent camping in the park.
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See “Rusty” on page 17

My Experience as a Rusty Pilot - Part III
By Chris McGonegle 

Editor’s Note: Wel-
come to part three of a 
four-part series on Chris 
McGonegle’s experience 
as a rusty pilot – a relat-
able category for many. 
Chris is an Instrument-
rated Commercial pilot 
and product manager 
with Sporty’s Pilot Shop.

 A pilot’s logbook is an 
interesting thing. Initial-
ly it’s perceived by bud-
ding students as a ticket 
to the big leagues, re-
quiring a ferocious level 
of annotation and care. 
Early on in grade school 
a gold star was an indi-
cation of success, and 
in those early flights, a 
big bold “1” placed in 
the landings column of 
my logbook carried a 
similar rewarding feel. 

Of everything in my 
flight bag (yes, I ini-
tially kept it in my flight 

bag), it was the most 
important piece by far. I 
looked forward to every 
debrief with my instruc-
tor to add to my logbook 
and forever solidify a re-
cord of my experiences 
in the airplane. It can be 
quite an emotional walk 
down memory lane for 
those who have filled 
the pages with a record 
of their travels and ex-
periences. To every oth-
er person, it will appear 
as a mindless timeline 
of dates, numbers, and 
signatures. For the pi-
lot whose name goes 
on page two, it’s an in-
timate recording of our 
desire to defy gravity. 

For a rusty pilot, a 
logbook also serves 
(shamefully) as a re-
minder of our retreat 
from flying. Just as a 

flunked course on a 
report card conveys a 
lack of study or a gap 
in a resume indicates 
a loss of employment, 
a multi-month or even 
multi-year pause as pi-
lot in command trans-
lates to a break from 
the aviation fold. Ironi-
cally, a pilot’s logbook 
can serve as the report 
card and the resume in 
addition to an autobiog-
raphy. 

My position with 
Sporty’s Pilot Shop re-
quired that I reactivate 
my currency once I’d 
settled into the day to 
day of my new position. 
Once my core respon-
sibilities were under-
stood and managed, I 
was ready to start flying 
again. In Southwest-
ern Ohio, the first cou-

ple months of the year 
aren’t the most advan-
tageous towards flight 
lessons, so I devoted 
myself to study. The Pi-
lot’s Handbook of Aero-
nautical Knowledge and 
Airplane Flying Hand-
book were hands-down 
necessities. Just like 
rereading a novel and 
knowing where the sto-
ry is going to go, there 
was a sense of con-
fidence gained when 
turning the pages of 
those books and know-
ing where the informa-
tion was leading before 
I got there.

Additionally, I watched 
all the videos in the 
Sporty’s Learn to Fly 
Course and the Instru-
ment Rating Course. 
It was serendipitous 
when I was reminded 
that I had served as a 
stand-in for many of 

the video segments of 
these courses and saw 
my somewhat younger 
self covering materials 
that I was now studying.

Throughout my re-
search there were a 
lot of familiar topics 
that needed review-
ing, but two subjects 
that were completely 
new to me were ADS-
B and Basic Med. Both 
subjects seemed per-
plexing initially, but 
through research and 
reviewing readily avail-
able webinars online, 
I quickly came to real-
ize that these are sig-
nificant improvements 
to the aviation world; 
one drastically improv-
ing safety and the other 
a new type of medical 
certificate that catered 
to the GA population. 

It’s fair to say that the 
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taught.  The FAA more 
and more recognizes all 
pilots also need basic 
understanding of human 
physiology.  These top-
ics are integral to pilot 
Education.  Commercial 
and military pilot get re-
fresher courses but gen-
eral aviation pilot usually 
lack that understanding 
of physiologic factors.  
Without that knowledge/
understanding all pilots 
become less skillful, less 
prepared, less safe ie 
less of a "super pilot."

     For the last 35-40 
years, in order to attempt 
to reduce aircraft acci-
dents due to Human Fac-
tors a whole segment of 
training has developed in 
flight training.  The cur-
riculum requires us to 
learn error detection and 
error recovery as quickly 
as possible.  The 1st step 
in good decision making 
is to identify personal at-
titude of hazards to safe 
light.  At least 70% of a 
aviation accidents/inci-
dence have been related 
to human factors, with 
65% of runway incidence 

from loss of situational 
awareness.  Most of the 
runway situations have 
occurred in the general 
aviation pilot again prob-
ably due to less training.

     Flight crew manage-
ment should NOT be con-
sidered important only for 
the "big airline crews."  
The goal is to prevent ac-
cidents by making good 
decisions and using any/
all sources of informa-
tion to improve perfor-
mance for us all.  Advice 
and knowledge gained 
through aircraft dispatch, 
flight attendants, aircraft 
maintenance AP/AIs, air 
traffic control, computer 
flight directors/charts/
GPS/ADS-B and just fol-
lowing check lists all will 
aide in a better informed 
pilot and safer flight.  In 
order to achieve the high-
est level of safety each 
flight member should 
actively cross check the 
actions of all other flight 
crew.

     Have you ever con-
sidered the shapes and 
colors of cockpit flight 
controls?  As time has 

progressed the controls 
have been made differ-
ent shapes and colors.  
Throttles, fuel mixture, 
prop control, gear lever 
- made different to assist 
crew and decrease inad-
vertent confusion.  Crew 
redundancy is also part 
of this philosphy.  Re-
dundancy assists making 
correct decisions in reac-
tion to a problem.  Re-
dundancy supplies larger 
pools of experience and 
knowledge to lean on in 
a urgent situation and 
high work load.  Not all 
errors can be prevented 
but with good communi-
cation, good team work, 
good judgment can be 
taught and learned and 
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Are you a "super pilot" 
on your airport?  In my 
flight training days and 
also meeting John and 
Martha King at Oshkosh, 
I have heard them refer 
in their presentations the 
term "super pilot." I like 
that term just as a friend-
ly greeting to my pilots 
but are you/they the best 
you can be in every way?  
Probably not if we allow 
ourselves to be affected 
by our personality traits, 
stress, attitude toward 
risk factors and knowl-
edge needed for safe 
flight.  We need to never 
allow ourselves ignore 
stressors, physiologic 

affects of illness, some-
times our pilot type AAA 
personality which can 
affect us all to a point of 
impairment of safe light.  
If we already are having 
problems on the ground 
congestion, cough, gas-
trointestinal gas, fatigue, 
worry the forces in the 
flight environment can 
exacerbate these with in-
creased susceptibility of 
pilot impairment.

     It is easy to under-
stand the importance 
knowledge needed in pi-
lot training.  Air speed, 
angle of attack, Stalls, 
Weather, approaches 
to landing, etc must be 

See “Super” on page 14

Medically sPeaking
  by dR. gaRy swann

SUPER 
PILOT
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The Fear Factor 
Public perceptions about safety are our business

By Mark Baker, AOPA President & CEO
Pre-Coronavirus, glob-

al air travel was at an all-
time high. Between 8,000 
and 20,000 aircraft could 
be flying at any given mo-
ment. In the United States 
alone, some 2.7 million 
passengers passed in 
and out of our nation’s 
airports every day before 
the pandemic. Most of us 
routinely boarded com-
mercial flights, traveled 
for business, or piloted 
our own aircraft without 
blinking an eye. But, for 
some Americans avio-
phobia—the fear of fly-
ing—is a reality (nobody 
reading this, of course). 
And that’s before the 
global pandemic added 
to our general fears. 

Despite commercial 
aviation being the safest 
mode of transportation, 

anxious fliers make up 
nearly one in three peo-
ple. But the chances of 
being in a fatal airplane 
crash are extremely 
low—roughly 1 in 5 mil-
lion, according to reports 
from such outlets as The 
Economist. Automobiles, 
lightning strikes, bee 
stings, and—as we’ve 
learned lately—even vi-
ruses can be much dead-
lier than air travel. Even 
so, many people are 
plagued by anxiety when 
it comes to flight, likely 
propelled by oversensa-
tionalized pop culture.

Because aviation ac-
cidents are so rare, they 
tend to be spotlighted 
in the media, although 
not always accurately. In 
the world of the 24-hour 
news cycle, ratings-hun-

gry reporters are eager 
to get the story quickly. 
Unfortunately, aviation 
is complex, making it a 
target for mischaracter-
ization by those who just 
don’t understand every-
thing that’s in play. I’ve 
seen countless corre-
spondents and aviation 
“experts” on national 
news networks delivering 
exaggerated or mislead-
ing information—from 
comical to downright bi-
zarre. And, sometimes 
troubling.

For example, a crash 
involving a student pi-
lot was accompanied 
by a photo of a downed 
commercial airliner. Ei-
ther training aircraft have 
evolved since I learned 
to fly, or the media is 
baiting its audience with 

a disregard for the facts. 
All too often, reporters 
are shocked at the age 
of an aircraft involved 
in a mishap, though the 
majority of our GA fleet 
is roughly 40 to 50 years 
old, and still equipped 
with required top-notch 
safety equipment. An-
other common miscon-
ception is that a “stalled” 
aircraft will just fall out 
of the sky like a rock. 
Even nonevents, such 
as crosswind landings 
or diversions because of 
mechanical or onboard 
medical issues, make 
headlines with words like 
“emergency” or “miracu-
lous.”

Crashes involving high-
profile celebrities usually 
amplify public percep-
tions about safety. The 

helicopter tragedy in 
January 2020 that killed 
nine, including basket-
ball great Kobe Bryant, 
was the lead story for 
weeks. With that cover-
age came speculation 
fueled by emotion, which 
left many with questions 
about GA. Such incidents 
can provoke knee-jerk 
reactions from legislators 
and public figures, call-
ing for more regulation 
on an otherwise safety-
conscious industry. In 
extreme cases, crashes 
at local airports may in-
cite city leaders to even 
call for their closure. 

Aviation is one of the 
most regulated indus-
tries in the United States. 
Safety is embedded in 
our culture. Since 1994 

See “AOPA” on page 20

aopapilotgear.com
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Hello everyone 2021 
is here, Happy New 
Years to all of you. I 
hope everyone had 
a Merry Christmas. 
I also hope you and 
your families are well. 
I’m just praying that 
2021 is going to be 
a better year than 
2020, especially with 
this crazy pandemic. 
With the new vaccine 

out now and people 
getting the vaccine, 
maybe this will all go 
away. What a won-
derful idea to have  
restaurants, bars 
and businesses get-
ting back to normal. 
Better yet air shows, 
concerts, sporting 
events, and people 
traveling again!!!!! 
Let’s get this going 

the sooner the bet-
ter!! My biggest wor-
ry is going to be the 
new president and all 
his cronies and what 
he is going to do to 
our business and 
economy and give 
our country away like 
him and Obama did 
when they were in of-
fice.  I sure hope they 
prove me wrong.

This past winter 
during my annual on 
my Archer II, my me-
chanic found alumi-
num shavings in my 
oil screen and filter.

Upon further review 
we found an issue 

with my right front 
cylinder and ended 
up doing a complete 
top over haul. We  are 
not quite sure how 
this happened since 
it had only a little 
over 400 hours since 
a major overhaul on 
the engine. I bought 
it with about 15 hours 
and flew home from 
Florida and have al-
ways kept in my han-
gar with year around 
climate controlled.

So I have pur-
chased a system that 
is supposed to keep 
moisture out of the 
engine. This system 

is called the Smart 
Engine Saver #2039 
from Aircraft Compo-
nents Inc. in Findlay, 
Ohio - check out their 
website at www.air-
craftcomponentsinc.
com

I just received this 
unit and hooked it up 
to my plane so I will 
research more about 
this system and write 
more about it in a fu-
ture article.

Well that’s all for 
this month, have a 
safe flight

8101 ST. RT. 44 Bldg A   Ravenna, Ohio 44266
Portage County Airport (29G)
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Young pilots today 
have never used 
or even heard of a 
piece of technolo-
gy called a DF – or 
Direction Finder, yet 
it was something that 
for many years saved 
hundreds of lives and 
given hundreds of oth-
ers peace of mind. 
Today’s modern radar 
environment has elimi-
nated the need for 
Direction Finders in 

the continental United 
States but at one time 
they were vital pieces 
of aviation equipment.

DF’s are a simple 
piece of equipment 
that was developed 
by the military during 
World War I.  At that 
time it was used to fer-
ret out the positions of 
enemy radio transmis-
sions.  It was adapt-
ed for aviation by the 
1920’s.  Pilots in the air 

used it to find ground 
transmitters, and sta-
tions on the ground 
used it to locate air-
borne planes. 

During WWII the 
Brits had a DF net-
work that was used to 
steer bomber streams 
back to home airports.  
Individual stations 
received strobes from 
an airplane.  Those 
stations reported bear-
ings to a master sta-
tion, which in turn, was 
able to plot a series of 
positions tracking and 
predicting where that 
airplane would wind 
up.  The plotting was 
accurate enough to 
put an airplane on final 
to land in the miser-
able weather enjoyed 

in Britain.
Simply put, when a DF 

is tuned to a frequency 
which is in use, it dis-
plays the position of 
the transmitter relative 
to its own.  In the ATC 
Flight Service environ-
ment DF’s became an 
important emergency 
services tool.

A pilot who was 
lost could call Flight 
Service and by either 
triangulation using 
two different DF sites, 
or by using a series 
of turns and mathe-
matical computations, 
the Flight Service 
Specialist could deter-
mine the aircraft’s 
location.

The early models 
would display a strobe 
which “pointed” at 
the position of the 
aircraft, later models 
would give a digital 
readout based on the 
360 degrees of the 
compass.  All of the 
equipment in the Flight 
Service Stations would 
show north as “up”.  If 
the aircraft was east 

of the DF receiver, the 
strobe would point off 
to the right, or read 
090.

As of November 1st, 
2006 the last 54 Flight 
Service DF’s in the con-
tinental US began to 
be decommissioned.  
Air Traffic Radar cov-
erage improved to the 
point that DF equip-
ment became unnec-
essary.  I asked one of 
my older pilot friends 
if he had ever used 
the DF services.  He 
told me promptly that 
whenever he got lost 
he would call Flight 
Service and request a 
“Practice DF Steer”. 

DF procedures were 
a mandatory monthly 
training item at Flight 
Service for many 
years.   The instructors 
required their students 
to call for a practice 
DF at least once dur-
ing their training.  
Students were also 
the ones most likely to 
really get lost.

A student out of Las 
Cruces called EL Paso 
Flight Service one 
day – he was lost and 
getting low on fuel.  
While triangulating 
his position the Flight 
Service Specialist 
asked him where he 
thought he was.  He 
said he thought he 
was south of Deming, 
New Mexico which is 
west of El Paso.  The 
equipment located him 
35 miles southeast of 
El Paso – in Mexico.  
The specialist imme-
diately suggested he 
turn north to get back 
across the border and 
plotted a suggested 
heading from his posi-
tion to the nearest air-
port east of El Paso. 

Another windy day a 
Bonanza pilot called 
Flight Service.  He was 
somewhere in west 
Texas and needed 
immediate assistance 
finding an airport – 
any airport.  It seems 
his passenger had 
been airsick all over 
his instruments and he 
could not read them.  

Rose Marie Kern

Air To Ground
by ROse MaRie keRn

DF’s – Bygone 
Lifesavers

  See "DF's” on page 20
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I pilfered through 
cluttered book shelves 
in my office looking 
for an idea; a topic to 
write about. Fate en-
tered the picture. More 
specifically fate about 
slapped me in the face 
in the form of a heavy 
family album that fell 
from the top shelf. I kid 
you not.

I had thought about 
the album for years, 
but more specifically 
I thought it had been 
lost. I knew some pag-
es within had been 
written by my uncle. In 
addition, I knew some 
of those pages had to 

do with his recounting 
of wartime experiences 
as an aviation cadet 
and pilot.

Now, I have to tell you 
that my uncle Jimmy 
was 18 when he started 
aviation cadet training. 
He met some strange 
people. Sutton, he 
wrote, was to say the 
least, odd. He was a 
magician, ventriloquist, 
and could also hyp-
notize people. He had 
his roommate so much 
under his control that 
he could hypnotize him 
as he walked down the 
hall.

This is were I have to 

tell you that you can 
take every word Uncle 
Jimmy writes as the 
gospel truth. He did not 
drink, smoke, swear 
and I am certain never 
told an off color joke. 
He was a gentleman 
and scholar, a CPA, and 
bank president after the 
war. But he was tons of 
fun to be with. He would 
not lie. You could trust 
your life with this man.

Picture this straight 
arrow kind of guy in his 
dress shirt and pants, 
spit shined shoes, and 
a v-neck sweater. I nev-
er saw him in jeans and 
a t-shirt. Check out the 

Flyin’ Around
By Jim Opalka

JIM OPALKA

Uncle Jimmy
or

The Adventures of a 
Air Cadet in WWII

pic with him standing 
beside his North Ameri-
can Navion. He had this 
suave sort of charm 
and a sedated sense of 
imaginative humor.

Anyhow, just a little 
more about Sutton. 
Sutton was in the pre-
air cadet days. Jimmy 
wrote that, “I Saw Sut 
stretch his roommate 
named Passmore be-
tween two chairs and 
make him so stiff that 
Sut could sit down 
on him and he could 
not make him bend.” 
I could say more bi-
zarre stuff about some 

of Jimmy’s friends, but 
this is about history and 
aviation.

Jimmy entered ac-
tive duty in 1943 and 
was shipped to Miami, 
Florida for basic train-
ing. The only thing the 
cadets hated more than 
the Miami heat and ba-
sic training were the 
non-coms (non-com-
missioned officers). 
“They were washed-out 
cadets and were very 
jealous of the ones who 
made the cut.”

He summed up ba-
sic like this: “Food was 

See “Uncle” on page 11

• Annual Inspections
• 50 & 100 hour inspections
• Maintenance Management
• Manufacturers Service Bulletin Compliance
• Airworthiness Directive Compliance
• Manufacturer and AAIP Inspection 
    Program Compliance
• Avionics Installation Programs
• Immediate openings for ADSB Installations
• 10% Discount on First maintenance visit
• Same day service on most oil changes
• Courtesy car while you wait

Maintenance: • Mention ad receive 
   $.25 a gallon off 
   of AvGas
• Cirrus SR22 G6 and 
   SR22T G6 available 
   for rent.
• Cessna 172’s available 
   for rent
• Multi engine and 
   complex aircraft 
   available for rent
• Hangar space 
   available
• Full aircraft detailing 
   services available

Over 50 Years in Aviation

FBO:

724-539-4533   www.VeeNeal.com

Uncle Jimmy and his North American Navion - V-neck 
sweater and dress pants.  What’d I tell ya
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LOW-COST, LONG-TERM ADS-B SOLUTION

stratusbyappareo.com 

Make the most out of your ADS-B investment. Replace your old transponder and get an upgrade 
that feels like an upgrade. Backed by an industry-leading 5-year warranty, our trusted line of 
Stratus transponders provide a certified ADS-B Out solution you can trust today - and well 
beyond 2020.

MORE THAN AN EFB 

DOWNLOAD A FREE TRIAL TODAY 

• VFR sectional maps, IFR low/
high charts, Geo-referenced 
approach plates, TAWS

• AHRS with synthetic vision
• Radio Transcription & Playback
• Vertical Weather Profile 
• Smart Flight Plan
• Radar Forecast 

$99.99 ANNUALLY   /   $9.99 MONTHLY 
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Membership Positions 
Available                   

A flying Club based at 
KAKR and in existence 

for over 70 years. 
Our purpose is to provide:  safe 
operations with maximum flying 
time availability, low overall cost,  
equipment quantity, quality and 
versatility      

               
We currently own a 

Cessna 172, Cessna 182, 
and  Beechcraft Debonair. 

All GPS equipped and IFR certified
 

For more info: 
www.aerofliers.org or 

330.204.7914     

CASUAL
FAMILY DINING

937-354-2851 • ID 074
 2700 ft. tiled, grass sod

Air Landing Strip  15º 33º

FLY IN, FLY OUT...
Dine In, Dine Out

It’s Worth 

the Flight!

In recent days I have 
watched as our rights to 
freedom of speech have 
taken a hit. If you dis-
agree, you shouldn’t be 
heard,  you are inciting 
violence with your words.  
Liberals are screaming 
for all conservative voic-
es to be shuttered!!!  We 
have reached the point 
in country that only ONE 
VOICE shall be heard.

So as I was looking 
for column content this 
month – I came across 
this article. Reading it 
made my blood boil! To 
think that aircraft person-
nel now has the ability 
to throw you off a plane 
with no warning for “bad 
behavior”.  What consti-
tutes this bad behavior? 
Could it be a friendly con-
versation with a friend or 

fellow passenger about 
current events or God 
forbid politics and some-
one dislikes my beliefs?? 
What if I am a Browns fan 
and they are a Steelers 
fan? Just give it a thought 
for a minute ….. the rami-
fications are real!!!! 

FAA you are so off 
based and totally in left 
field with this new stance. 
Controlling speech with 
punishment is WRONG!!!  

So, I am here to say that 
I will never be quiet! I will 
never give up my right 
to freedom of speech!! I 
pray that the leadership 
that came up with this 
ridiculessness finds their 
inner Patriot in them and 
rights this wrong.

 I am also thinking I 
need a new column name 
….  It’s coming ….. 

“Say” from page 2

FAA Clamps Down On Airport, 
Airborne Misbehavior 

Russ Niles

Flight attendants are ap-
plauding a new zero-toler-
ance stance by the FAA for 
bad behavior by passen-
gers. The agency has an-
nounced that misbehaving 
passengers will no longer 
get a warning before they 
face significant punish-
ment. The action, which 
is in force until the end of 
March, stems from a rash 

of airborne confrontations 

See “Flight” on page 19
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“Northeast Ohio’s 
Premier F.B.O.”

The Ultimate in Safety, Service, and Reliability

Classic Jet Center
at Lost Nation Airport (KLNN)
1969 Lost Nation Rd.
Willoughby, Ohio 44094

 ph: 440-942-7092  •  fax: 440-942-7105
(Repair Station) CRS# 8CLR151N
AWOS 119.225 
Arinc# (122.725)

www.classicjetctr.com

Classic Jet Center - Your Full-Service, Convenient Maintenance Headquarters
• Routine Maintenance and Repairs on both Piston and Turbine Aircraft
• Specialize in Cessna 400 series Aircraft - Fuel Inlet Float Valve Testing
• Pitot/Static and RVSM Re-certification  •  ADS-B out Solutions 
• Professional & Experienced Aircraft Technicians and friendly staff
• Annual Inspections •145 Repair Station • Pilots lounge & Free WiFi

FAA-Certified & factory-trained technicians
provide the highest level of service 
for all types of aircraft.

Professional Private & Corporate Aircraft 
Maintenance Services & Support

440-942-7092

“Uncle” from page 8

Detailing & RestoRation

330-412-5943 
bodacioususa74@aol.com

Matthew schRock
consultant/proprietor

aviation 
& aeRospace

horrible.
For lunch and dinner 

I ate Milky Way candy 
bars and drank Coca 
Cola. I enjoyed break-
fast because you can’t 
mess up dry cereal and 
powdered milk.”

“After two months of 
basic,” he wrote, “We 
were put on a troop 
train headed some-
where.” None of them 
had any idea where 
they were going. This 
made life interesting, 
according to Jimmy. 
He started taking being 
away from home as an 
adventure.

There were several 
hundred cadets on 
the train as they head-
ed north. Periodically 
the train stopped and 
some of the troops dis-
embarked at various 
colleges and universi-
ties. This stop and go 

lasted for four days. 
Finally there were only 
twenty-five troops left 
when the train stopped 
at Beloit, Wisconsin. 
There he was stationed 
at Beloit College to re-
ceive more training in 
math, physics, and mil-
itary topics. Food was 
excellent as were the 
coed waitresses.

After wrapping up 
the Wisconsin educa-
tion he was shipped 
off to Santa-Ana, Cali-
fornia for classification 
as a pilot, navigator, 
or bombardier. While 
Jimmy was at Beloit he 
did receive 8 hours of 
instruction in a Cub. He 
wrote, “I had a terrible 
time trying to land the 
plane and at the end of 
8 hours my instructor 
rated me as definitely 
not pilot material.” It 
is important to note at 
this point that although 

he was rated as not 
being pilot material he 
ended up flying bomb-
ers to jets. So stick with 
my uncle. He’s not a 
quitter.

He further explained 
that while at Santa-Ana 
each prospective ca-
det took a lot of tests 
relative to coordination 
and reflexes. He wrote 
that an officer said of 
him that, “Now there’s 
a cadet who has done 
the best with what he 
has.”

The cadets remained 
at Santa-Ana for three 
months and were then 
sent to Tulare, Califor-
nia for primary flight 
training. There he flew 
the PT-17 (Stearman). 
He wrote that he had 
a great instructor and 
was the first to solo 
in his class. However, 
this was Uncle Jimmy’s 
wake up call.

One of his fellow ca-
dets who had the same 
instructor was killed at 
Tulare. Jimmy wrote, “It 
was there that I realized 
we were involved in se-
rious business.”

Here’s something for 
some of you old-timers 
who remember the TV 
program, Dragnet. Jim-
my met Jack Web who 
ended up being the star 
of the program. Jack 
had washed out of the 
cadet training.

The cadets flew 70 
hours at Tulare learn-

ing the basics of aero-
batics and navigation. 
From there they moved 
on to basic flight train-
ing at Gardner Field in 
Taft, California.

They flew the BT-13, 
sometimes known as 
the Vultee Vibrator.

Some things coming 
up in the second and 
final album include: A 
life and death rescue 
and another life saving 
rescue of an over con-
fident colonel. It seems 
the hot shot colonel 
had to be saved by a 
cadet.

There was a P38 Chi-
nese pilot interruption 
with a Korean compli-
cation.

A stint in combat 
training in B-24s which 
included multiple en-

gine fires in addition to 
engines just refusing to 
keep turning the fans 
after take off.

The concluding sec-
tion of the second and 
final article is not in-
cluded in the family 
album. It couldn’t be. 
No one knows about 
it except me. Naturally 
my father and Uncle 
Jimmy have passed. 
And as a child I was the 
only one who heard the 
conversation my father 
and uncle had in my 
grandfather’s house on 
Christmas many years 
ago. It was followed up 
years after that when 
I got a final phone call 
from my uncle. Tune in 
next month.

Beech C-45 Expeditor _ Uncle Jimmy (center) with 
engineer and photographer
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ADSB readout 
from a

KBTP target.

Anne M. Carrol, M.D. Senior AME/HIMS  - 
John F. Maxfield,M.D. AME

Cogsceen-AE administered on site

216-831-3494
www.carrolcenterforaviation.com

amcmd88@yahoo.com

See “Driving” on page 16

DRIVING UNDER THE INFLUENCE & 
YOUR AVIATION LIFE: PART I OF II

BY Patrick Brooke & Chris Redmann
THE TRAFFIC STOP
Based on my own experi-

ence as a former police offi-
cer arresting people for DUI/
DWI, prosecuting DUI/DWI 
as a former prosecutor, and 
defending DUI/DWI cases 
now as a defense attorney, 
Part I of this series will dis-
cuss some suggested prac-
tices if you’re stopped by the 
police for suspected driving 
under the influence, whether 
you’ve had anything to drink 
or not.  

A quick personal note: if 
you are in a position where 
you are driving while under 
the influence, then you need 
help.  Your decisions with 
drugs or alcohol have affect-
ed your life, whether you ad-
mit it or not.  You may need 
a substance abuse or depen-
dence evaluation, counsel-
ing, or other treatment.  The 
goal of this article is to pro-
vide information on how law 
enforcement and the FAA 
deal with DUI/DWI, both as a 
warning and in hopes you’ll 
never have to experience it 
firsthand.

Based on my own experi-
ence as a former police offi-
cer arresting people for DUI/
DWI, prosecuting DUI/DWI 
as a former prosecutor, and 
defending DUI/DWI cases 
now as a defense attorney, 
Part I of this series will dis-
cuss some suggested prac-
tices if you’re stopped by the 
police for suspected driving 
under the influence, whether 
you’ve had anything to drink 
or not.  Part II will discuss 
the actions that will come 
next from the FAA if things 
escalate.  DUI/DWI laws vary 
by state, but there are some 
practices to consider regard-
less of your jurisdiction.  For 
specific state legal advice 
though, you should consult 
with a local attorney.  And 
as every good lawyer quickly 
caveats, please note that I 
am not your lawyer, nothing 
herein creates an attorney-
client relationship, and noth-
ing in this article constitutes 
legal advice. 

Being pulled over usually 
gets the adrenaline going 
even for someone who is 

stone-cold sober. You might 
start to feel anxiety because 
you know that if you are ar-
rested on suspicion of DUI/
DWI, even if the cop was 
wrong and everything was 
later dropped without any 
action being taken against 
you, then that arrest must be 
reported to the FAA on your 
next medical application.  If 
you’ve had even a single 
drink, and are sure you’re 
well under the legal limit, 
you might be more nervous 
still.  Those are the thoughts, 
perhaps among others more 
explicative, that go through 
your mind when red and 
blue lights start flashing be-
hind you.  There is perhaps 
no greater sinking feeling as 
you see your driver’s license, 
your bank account, your 
freedom, your reputation, 
and your airman’s certificate 
hang in the balance of what 
happens next.

First, know this: you are 
being investigated for a 
crime, particularly, DUI/DWI, 
when you’re stopped by the 
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P Areferred irparts
Chosen for value and service

Preferred Airparts, LLC
Div. of JILCO Industries, Inc.

800-433-0814 - Toll Free US/Canada
330-698-0280 - Local/International

Preferred Airparts provides great fitting  
Fabric Envelopes. Complete Poly-Fiber  
or Ceconite/Randolph Covering kits are  
available! Technical Support and free  
shipping are provided when purchasing 
a complete covering kit. Call us with your 
order and we will be happy to sew Fabric Envelopes specifically for your airplane!

PA
referred

irparts
Fabric Division

We have most certified airplane patterns available including the following.....
• Aeronca 7,8,11 Series/15AC
• Cessna 120, 140, 170
• Citabria/Decathlon
• Douglas DC-3
• Ercoupe/Luscombe
• Grumman TBM Avenger
• North American T-6 Texan

• Piper J-2, J-3, J-4, J-5 Cub
• Piper PA-11, 12,14,18, 25
• Piper J-3 Cub Interior
• Taylorcraft
• Short Wing Piper PA-15, 16, 17, 20, 22 , Colt
• Stinson 108, -1, -2, -3, / V-77, AT-19, SR6, 7, 8, 9, 10
• Stearman/Waco UPF-7 & Cabin

Factory Authorized  
Distributors For:

Please contact our fabric department at  
1-877-877-3334 

or e-mail: fabric@preferredairparts.com

www.preferredairparts.com

Fast Quotes, Big Discounts, 99% Sameday Shipping!

Need a Fabric Envelope for a Wing,  
Fuselage, or Control Surface of your airplane? 

SAVE 35-85%off list price!

New Surplus Piston, Turboprop, and Jet Aircraft Parts 
14 Million new surplus parts for nearly anything that flies. We have parts 

for singles through turbo prop and jet including corporate and  
commuter, ag, warbird, experimental, helicopters and DC-3’s. 

• Airframe
• Piston Engine
• Turbine Engine
• Continental

• Lycoming
• Accessories 
• Accessory Parts
• Overhauled Rotables

• Exhaust Systems
• Wheels and Brakes
• Overhauled Propellers
• And much more!

Our inventory includes parts such as
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www.davidbishopaviat ion.com
  We ship parts internationally

Contact David Bishop (812) 523-4488 / 1-888-38-plane

david@davidbishopaviation.com
North Vernon In. 47265

Complete 

paint, w
ood & 

fabric shop

Custom builds & 
restorations

ppnews7600@aol.com

Action ads $1.00 per word, min. ad $20.00. 
Ad will run for 2 issues. Add $5.00 if a picture 

is to be used with your ad.
 No pictures will be returned. 

Send your check with your ad or use 
 VISA or MASTERCARD. 

DEADLINE: 
19th of each month.

 330-296-5002
Or Email: 

PPNEWS7600AOL.COM

increase with experience.
It is not difficult to see 

benefits from flight re-
views, accident reviews, 
feedback from instruc-
tion with video/audio re-
views providing useful 
feedback.  For this re-
current training to work 
will require team work.  
It is not intended to take 
away the pilot authority.  
In fact this flight training 
should assist the chief 
pilot's leadership.  It 
has been seen accident 
prone pilots tend to have 
anti-authority attitudes 
toward rules.  Accident 
prone pilot have also had 
a high incidence between 

driving violations and fly-
ing safety sometimes 
being thrill seekers and 
impulsive rather than dis-
ciplined.  Accident prone 
pilots have also been 
seen reluctant to listen to 
others information/ideas.

     This entire discus-
sion and other areas in 
a Aviation Medicine em-
phasizes  safety and at-
tempts to improve flight 
safety minimizing the 
risk of accidents.  Next 
time we talk we will con-
tinue in the same line of 
discussion and look at 
the pneumonic DECIDE 
which is involved in our 
pilot thinking - trying to 
help us become "a super 

pilot."
Dr. Swann is a Senior 

Aviation Medical Exam-
iner and has a dedicat-
ed Practice to Aviation 
Medicine located at To-
ledo Suburban Airport 
KDUH.  He enjoys flying 
his 1959 Piper TriPacer 
and his 2013 Glasair Su-
per II RG. He has been a 
private pilot 30 years and 
Aviation Medical Exam-
iner 24 years.  You may 
contact Gary about this 
article at 419-787-3210 
or by e-mail seniorame@
buckeye-express.com

“Super” from page 4
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PACKER & 
ASSOCIATES,

INC.
AVIATION INSURANCE SINCE 1981

www.aircraftinsurance.net
rpacker@aircraftinsurance.net.

FLIGHT SCHOOLS/RENTAL
CLASSIC, ANTIQUE, WARBIRD,

AEROBATIC, AIRPORT, HANGAR,
PREMISES, CORPORATE

RICHARD PACKER, AGENT, CFII, MEI, IA

VISIT OUR OFFICE @ 5E9

PACKER & ASSOCIATES, INC.
5266 MOONEY ROAD
RADNOR, OH 43066

740-494-2554

Powerful New  
Views of Weather
Icing & Turbulence layers in 
3D Preview & Profile View

Learn more:

foreflight.com/ppn

tweet. In that case all 
northbound traffic tran-
siting the zone between 
about 4:20 p.m. and 
7 p.m. had to line up 
single file at the same 
altitude along the At-
lantic coast until Atlan-
ta could take over and 
all southbound traffic 
went down the Gulf 
coast to South Florida 
airspace. 

The normal pre-de-
parture NOTAM check 
might not turn up any 
signs of the trouble that 
lies ahead because 

“NOTAMs for ATC Zero 
can pop up quickly.” 
The agency maintains 
a map of all the facili-
ties that have had CO-
VID-19 closures and 
just about every facility 
in the country seems 
to have a pin on it. So 
it’s advising pilots, par-
ticularly those who fly 
almost exclusively IFR, 
to brush up on non-
towered procedures in 
case they unexpect-
edly have to put their 
heads on a swivel at 
their destination. Cen-
tral to that is knowing 

and switching to the 
Common Traffic Advi-
sory Frequency to an-
nounce their existence 
and what they hope to 
do. “If you cannot ad-
equately determine the 
flow of traffic and your 
position in the flow, do 
not hesitate to hold a 
safe distance from the 
airport until your situa-
tion is clear to you,” the 
alert said. ‘You can al-
ways fly to an alternate 
until things settle down 
at your destination.”

“COVID19” from page 1
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 Pilots CAlendAr  
APRIL 13-18TH, 2021 – THE SUN ‘N 
FUN AEROSPACE EXPO LOCATED 
AT LAKE LINDER AIRPORT IN LAKE-
LAND, FLORIDA, IS FLORIDA’S LARG-
EST ANNUAL CONVENTION OF ANY 
KIND, AND THE 2ND LARGEST AIR 
SHOW IN THE WORLD. JOIN OVER 
225,000 AVIATION ENTHUSIAST FOR 
6 EXCITING DAYS OF CUTTING EDGE 
TECHNOLOGY EXHIBITS, FORUMS, 
WORKSHOPS, CAREER FAIRS, AND 
OF COURSE OUR WORLD-FAMOUS 
BREATHTAKING AERIAL DISPLAYS BY 
SOME OF THE BEST AIRSHOW PER-
FORMERS IN THE BUSINESS!
JULY 26 – AUGUST 1, 2021 –AIR-
VENTURE!!!  FOR 51 WEEKS A YEAR, 
EAA IS AN INTERNATIONAL COMMU-
NITY OF MORE THAN 200,000 MEM-
BERS THAT NURTURES THE SPIRIT 

OF FLIGHT THROUGH A WORLDWIDE 
NETWORK OF CHAPTERS, OUTREACH 
PROGRAMS, AND OTHER EVENTS.  
BUT FOR ONE WEEK EACH SUMMER, 
EAA MEMBERS AND AVIATION EN-
THUSIASTS TOTALING MORE THAN 
500,000 FROM 80 COUNTRIES AT-
TEND EAA AIRVENTURE AT WITTMAN 
REGIONAL AIRPORT IN OSHKOSH, 
WISCONSIN, WHERE THEY REKINDLE 
FRIENDSHIPS AND CELEBRATE THE 
PAST, PRESENT, AND FUTURE IN THE 
WORLD OF FLIGHT.  THE WORLD'S 
GREATEST AVIATION CELEBRATION 
HAS IT ALL WHEN IT COMES TO AIR-
CRAFT. WARBIRDS. VINTAGE. HOME-
BUILTS. ULTRALIGHTS. SOME YOU 
WOULD NORMALLY FIND IN A HAN-
GAR AT YOUR LOCAL AIRPORT, OTH-
ERS SO UNIQUE THEY ARE THE ONLY 

ONE OF THEIR KIND.  YOU NAME IT, 
THERE'S LIKELY AN EXAMPLE OF IT 
AT OSHKOSH.  FOR MANY, ARRIV-
ING AT OSHKOSH IS A RITE OF PAS-
SAGE THAT CAN ONLY BE SATISFIED 
BY BEING ONE OF THE MORE THAN 
10,000 AIRCRAFT FLYING IN, LAND-
ING AT WHAT BECOMES THE BUSIEST 
AIRPORT IN THE WORLD. WHETHER 
YOU'RE AN AVIATION ENTHUSIAST 
OR AN AVIATION NOVICE, AIRVEN-
TURE HAS SOMETHING FOR YOU. NO 
MATTER WHAT YOUR AGE, YOU'LL 
BE ENTERTAINED, INFORMED, AND 
THRILLED BY THE COUNTLESS ACTIV-
ITIES AVAILABLE THAT REFLECT "THE 
SPIRIT OF AVIATION" ALL AROUND. 
DAILY AIR SHOWS. AEROBATICS AND 
PYROTECHNICS. FEATURE FILMS 
AT THE FLY-IN THEATER. FORUMS, 

WORKSHOPS, AND DEMONSTRA-
TIONS. KIDVENTURE. SPECIAL PRO-
GRAMMING AT THEATER IN THE 
WOODS. ALL OF THIS, PLUS MUCH, 
MUCH MORE IS INCLUDED WITH 
YOUR DAILY ADMISSION.  ADD IN THE 
CROWD-THRILLING, SHOW-STOP-
PING NIGHT AIR SHOW ON WEDNES-
DAY AND SATURDAY NIGHT, AND YOU 
HAVE AFFORDABLE FUN FOR THE 
ENTIRE FAMILY EVERY DAY FROM 
SUNUP TO WELL PAST SUNDOWN. 
THERE IS UNIQUENESS TO EACH AIR-
VENTURE THAT KEEPS LIFELONG AT-
TENDEES COMING BACK FOR MORE. 
YOU NEED TO EXPERIENCE IT TO UN-
DERSTAND.  EXPERIENCE OSHKOSH 
WITH US. IT DOESN’T MATTER WHAT 
YOU SEE; YOU JUST HAVE TO SEE IT 
FOR YOURSELF.

NOTE: IN AN EFFORT TO 
HAVE SPACE AVAILABLE TO 
EVERYONE WHO WISHES TO 
LIST THEIR EVENT IN THIS 
COMPLIMENTARY SERVICE, 
ALL PARTICIPANTS NEED TO 
FOLLOW THESE GUIDELINES:

WHO: ABC CLUB          
WHAT: AIR SHOW/CHILI DINNER
WHEN: DECEMBER 1-2       
TIME: 1 PM TO 7 PM
WHERE: PORTAGE METRO
 (INCLUDE IDENTIFIER)
CONTACT: JANE DOE (000)000-
0000

EMAIL TO: 
PPNEWS7600@AOL.COM
SUBJECT:  PILOTS CALENDAR

PLEASE CHECK WITH CONTACTS FOR THESE EVENTS FIRST. 
AS EVENTS ARE BEING CANCELED AND POSTPONED DAILY.

“Driving” from page 12
police at night, around a bar 
area, or anytime an officer’s 
intuition seem to indicate he 
may be facing an impaired 
driver.  As a cop, during bar 
close particularly, I would 
patrol downtown and make 
traffic stops for a burned-
out license plate light, or 
maybe a wide turn, or may-
be a slightly loud muffler to 
look for an intoxicated driver 
heading home.  I would stop 
a driver for some technical 
violation and see if I would 
find indicators of impair-
ment.  Sure, I went fishing, 
and the legal definition for 
that is called a pretext stop; 
it’s perfectly legal.

After the proverbial cher-
ries-and-berries go on, how 
did you react?  Did you take 
too long to stop? Did you 
stomp on the brakes?  Did 
you stop 3 feet from the 
curb?  At this point, every-
thing will be on camera, and 
everything you do will be 
scrutinized.  Yes.  Your heart 
is pounding out of your chest 
and you’re nervous but col-
lect yourself and think of 
kicking out the crab on a 20 
knot crosswind landing—it’s 
time to collect yourself and 
keep cool.  Here is what you 
do: you pull over like a rea-
sonable human being.  Do 
not drive 3 blocks while col-

lecting your thoughts; that’s 
called “suspicious.”  Pull 
over to the curb at a reason-
able time when the officer 
turns on his lights, but also 
don’t stop in an intersec-
tion and although it should 
go without saying: don’t run 
over the curb.

The officer will likely take a 
moment to run your plates if 
dispatch hasn’t already run 
them and make sure he’s 
safe to exit.  Use this time 
to your advantage.  He will 
ask for your license, regis-
tration, and insurance; have 
them ready by the time he 
gets to the window.  If you 
don’t, he’ll be watching and 
analyzing you as you do this.  
This phase can be brutal. I 
often had people give me 
their credit cards or drop the 
documents or fumble with 
things.  Again, that’s called 
“suspicious.”  The officer 
will also be readily looking to 
smell alcohol on your breath 
and in the car.  I think it’s 
suspicious to just crack your 
window, and if you act sus-
picious, the officer will just 
ask you to step out of the 
car which you must comply 
with.  I think it’s best to roll 
down the windows early and 
fully. If you’re asked to step 
out, it’s often because I’m 
taking a deeper look at you 
to analyze your intoxication.  

The goal is to avoid that, so 
don’t be “suspicious.”

A lot is happening as the 
officer is standing by your 
window.  He’s looking at 
your mannerisms, analyzing 
your speaking, looking for 
open containers, and trying 
to view your eyes for signs 
of impairment.  You want to 
minimize it all.  Your docu-
ments are already out so 
that’s step one.  He’s going 
to ask you questions to get 
you to talk; give short con-
cise answers.  Know this 
right now: what you can-
not do is talk yourself out 
of something, so be quiet.  
At this moment, you’re not 
as smart as you think you 
are.  Answer any question 
with short concise answers.  
Don’t look and talk straight 
at the officer.  His spotlight 
is probably in your mirror 
to cover his approach to 
your car, and his flashlight 
is probably pointed at your 
face.  That’s a great reason 
to look away and speak in-
directly to him. How long do 
you think you can look into 
a flashlight before your eyes 
start watering?  He wants 
to say there was an odor of 
alcohol on your breath and 
your eyes were “bloodshot, 
watery, and glossy.”  Those 
words appear in the vast 
majority of DUI/DWI police 

reports and develop a cause 
for further testing. 

He’s going to likely ask 
where you’re coming from 
and where you’re going to.  
Two things here: he wants to 
get you to talk and he wants 
to see if you admit to coming 
from the bar.  Again, that’s 
suspicious.  The best answer 
is a reasonable one without 
incriminating yourself. Think 
about what’s plausible, 
short and stick to it.  Lying 
to the police is never good, 
so sometimes just saying, 
I’m running late and I’m not 
answering your questions 
works perfect too.  He’ll ask 
if you had anything to drink, 
and the best responses I got 
as an officer were always: 
“nope, I don’t drink.”  The of-
ficer may push.  He may prod 
if he disbelieves you, but 
know the second you admit 
to either coming from a bar 
or drinking, it is all down-
hill from there.  The phrase 
“I only had “two beers” is 
comical in the law enforce-
ment community because so 
many people say that. I have 
no idea why. But that is very, 
very “suspicious.”

From this point, it goes 
one of two directions.  Either 
you will get your driver’s in-
formation run (for status and 
warrants) and either let go 
with a warning or ticket, or 

you will be asked for addi-
tional testing.  Often when I 
was looking for DUIs around 
bar close, if I got nothing at 
this stage, I would cut you 
free and look for someone 
else.  If you gave me the 
primary clues of bloodshot, 
watery eyes, slurred speech, 
odor of alcohol, admission 
to drinking, and/or lack of 
coordination, you were go-
ing to be asked to take the 
Standardized Field Sobriety 
Tests (SFSTs). The SFSTs are 
a battery of three field tests 
to check for impairment. The 
tests are: the horizontal gaze 
and nystagmus (an eye test 
referred to as the HGN), the 
walk and turn, and the one 
leg stand.  There are other 
non-standardized tests such 
as the finger dexterity test, 
backward counting tests, 
and the alphabet test, but 
the validity of these latter 
tests to judge impairment 
is not assessed by the Na-
tional Highway Transporta-
tion Safety Administration.  
As a note, no one is going to 
ask you to say the alphabet 
backwards; that’s purely a 
rumor, just as sucking on a 
penny makes any difference 
when taking the breath test. 

Let’s assume the worst, 
and you’re asked to take 
SFSTs.  99% of my clients 

See “Under” on page 22
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 800.777.5488 / www.osuairport.org
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   Flight School

“Rusty” from page 3

See “Pilot” on page 23

rules for operating a 
motor vehicle when our 
parents learned how to 
drive were fairly similar 
(if not identical) to the 
rules we learned when 
preparing for that in-
timidating driving test. 
The reason flying is one 
of the safest modes of 
transportation is be-
cause of constant edit-
ing and critiquing of the 

aviation system and a 
requirement for all par-
ticipants to keep up 
with new regulations. I 
wasn’t going to be an 
uninformed outsider. 

My first official step 
toward renewing recen-
cy took place on a cold, 
rainy day in early Febru-
ary, 2020. I remember 
walking into the Airman 
Medical Examiner’s of-
fice slightly nervous for 

my inspection of per-
sonal airworthiness. 
Would the examiner 
pick up on my orange 
hue from all the rust that 
had accrued and rule 
me out as an eligible pi-
lot? Should I have been 
running more often and 
eating more vegetables 
with every meal to make 
sure my vitals were at 
peak levels? 

My unfounded con-
cern quickly melted 
away when a picture of 
an old B-25 hanging on 
the wall caught my at-
tention and helped me 
to realize I was in the 
presence of another 
aviation appreciator. I 
quickly recognized that 
the doctor was just an-
other earthbound be-
ing who craned their 
head towards the sky 
every time an airplane 
was within view, and af-
ter some small talk and 
an examination, I was 
deemed fit for duty.

I walked out of that of-
fice with my first class 
medical in hand, ready 
to tackle the upcoming 

left seat. My position 
with Sporty’s wouldn’t 
demand anything be-
yond Private Pilot Cer-
tification abilities, and 
a third class medical 
would have sufficed, 
but I’ve always viewed 
the first class medical 
as the strictest to attain 
and receiving the high-
est endorsement from 
an MD confirmed, at 
least in my mind, that 
I was fit to pilot an air-
craft. 

I’m extremely fortu-
nate to work in an in-
dustry, and more so 
within a company, 
where flying an airplane 
is one of the responsi-
bilities that comes with 
the territory. Prior to my 
first rust cleaning les-
son, I’d enjoyed a hand-
ful of flights with my 
team, traveling to local 
airports for a $100 ham-

burger or slice of pie. 
Even though I wasn’t in 
charge of controlling the 
airplane or making radio 
calls, these flights were 
analogous towards dip-
ping my toe back in the 
aviation pool. I could 
study all the maneuvers 
and performance tables 
pertinent to a commer-
cial certificate while on 
the ground, but the feel 
of a 45-degree bank 
while maintaining al-
titude was a long lost 
sensation that brought 
back memories. 

Just as a baseball 
player approaches the 
plate with a unique 
stretch or bend in their 
knees to awaken sub-
liminal muscle memory 
and increasing their 
chance of connect-
ing bat with ball, these 
passenger flights were 
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Carroll Co. Airport (KTSO)
330-627-5250

Good Home Cooking
Private Parties
Delicious Homemade Pies
Daily Specials
Reasonable Prices

Carroll County
Airport Restaurant

Home of the Best Pie Around!
Open Daily 7 AM to 8 PM

Call for Great Fuel Prices! 

BSL-05D BLUE fixture BLUE LED light 
Available in WHITE or GREEN fixture 

(red, white, amber, green or blue LED’s)

Lighting Up the World, 
one Airport at a time... 

USING Maintenance FREE 
Solar powered “Super Bright” 

LED markers and 
beacon fixtures 

Made to withstand extreme weather con-
ditions and shine bright for over 8 hours 
with less than 4 hours charging time...

Tim Cowsert
tcowsert@sbcglobal.net

brightportalresources.com
979/270-1655

“Island” from page 2
not uncommon to see people 
take the Miller Ferry over and 
simply carry their stuff to the 
campground but it is about a 
mile and a half walk.

There are no walk-in 
campsites and you must go 
to the Ohio State Park and 
Watercraft  website, www.
ReserveOhio.com to reserve 
a campsite. I would recom-
mend campsites between 
100 and 116 and 132 to 135 
as being the very best sites 
in the park. The view is abso-
lutely magnificent. Campsite 
rentals run about $29 a night 
but if you are a Golden Buck-
eye the cost drops down to 
$14.50 a night.

Camping can be as basic 
or as elaborate as your air-
plane can carry. The real at-
traction of this campground 
is the absolute stunning view 
you have of Lake Erie. The 
campsites are on a cliff that 
is 20 to 30 feet above the wa-
ter. I can be perfectly happy 
sitting by a campfire, reading 
a book with a cup of coffee. 
There are however, lots of 
things to see and do on the 
island.

Perhaps most prominent, 
especially if you land from 
the north east is Perry's Vic-
tory and International Peace 
Monument. There was a time 
at this airport, where there 
was a bend in the runway.  
Legend says it was there 
so that people wouldn’t run 
into the monument. I can 
speak from personal experi-
ence that there was a bend 
in the runway, whether it was 
to avoid people hitting the 
monument I don’t know. The 
bend is no longer there, the 
monument is still standing. 

The Perry's Victory and In-
ternational Peace Monument 
has an elevator to the top and 
it’s definitely worth going to 
see. There is a historical cen-
ter and often there are live 
reenactments on the parade 
field. Obviously more activi-
ties occur during the week-
end then during the week. 
There’s also a movie theater 
in the historical center that 
offers frequent 20-minute 
programs that provide the 

history of the monument and 
the victory of Commodore 
Perry on Lake Erie.

There are wineries and 
caves to be seen on the is-
land. Of importance is Crys-
tal Cave located under the 
Heineman Winery. This cave 
is the world’s largest geode. 
Approximately the size of a 
small three-bedroom home, 
but underground, it is defi-
nitely worth a visit.  There is 
another cave, Perry’s Cave 
that is now part of Perry’s 
Cave Family Fun Center. It 
is much larger and is histori-
cally significant in that it was 
used to house captured con-
federate soldiers during the 
War Between the States.

Perry’s Cave Family Fun 
Center has a miniature golf 
course, a maze, a children’s 
gem mining, and an indoor 
butterfly house that should 
not be missed.

 In downtown Put-In-Bay 
there are plenty of restau-
rants and I would be remiss 
if I didn’t mention that the 

world’s best clam chowder 
is available on the Board-
walk and the Upper Deck. 
Not many will disagree with 
the local claim that this is the 
world’s best clam chowder. 
There are many downtown 
venues with live entertain-
ment. Separating the harbor 
and the business area there 
is a park that children abso-
lutely adore.

 As mentioned earlier trans-
portation is not a problem 
on the island, on weekends 
there is a tram for a nominal 
cost. You can always call a 
cab and they are absolutely 
amazing in their promptness. 
You may however have to 
share a ride; it is part of the 
fun. You can also rent a golf 
cart. Golf carts are the most 
common form of transporta-
tion on the island.

 Personally, I avoid the 
weekend and plan one or 
two days of “take it easy” va-
cation during the week. One 
word of warning, there is no 
Starbucks on the island. I 

brew mine at home and bring 
it to the island.

I find that social distanc-
ing is not a problem while 
camping.  Leaving my banjo 
on the picnic table does tend 
to keep people away. In town 
all hospitality workers are 
wearing masks and there 
are signs encouraging social 
distancing. Most vacationers 
were not wearing masks.  I 

kept my distance and made 
it a point to eat outside.

       If I had to give an in-
stant description of Put-In-
Bay I would describe it as 
a northern version of Key 
West. Fly on over and camp!

You can contact Bill Hayes 
at WilliamHayesLaw@Gmail.
com

j
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Attorney at Law                   Aviation Attorney

Former Adjunct Professor, University of Toledo, Law School
Former Instructor of Aviation Law at Bowling Green State University

Aviation Law Writer, Lecturer and Consultant
Com, CFII, MEI, AGI, IGI

441 Frazee Street Suite B
Bowling Green, Ohio 43402

419 350-5556
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PRIVATE & COMMERCIAL
AIRPORT LIGHTING

INSTALLED AND MAINTAINED
• RESIDENTIAL
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• INDUSTRIAL
• SECURITY 
   SYSTEMS
• PHONE SYSTEMS
• CABLE TV
   WIRING

Bucket
Truck

Service
•

Full Line
Airport
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Service

24 Hour Service / CALL FOR QUOTE
7600 Peck Rd., Ravenna, Ohio 44266

330-296-6915

H artong
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Action ads $1.00 per word, 
min. ad $20.00. Ad will run 
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your ad. No pictures will 
be returned. Send your 

check with your ad or use 
VISA or MASTERCARD. 
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330-296-5002

SELL YOUR PLANE 
OR  AIRCRAFT 

RELATED ITEMS 
WITH AN ACTION AD

between unruly passen-
gers and cabin crew, some 
of them involving partici-
pants in the Jan. 6 politi-
cal rally in Washington, 
D.C. In a statement, the 
FAA said the policy will 
also apply to incidents of 
“politically motivated ha-
rassment” in airports like 
that experienced by several 
members of Congress in 

the last week. Fines of up 
to $35,000 and jail terms 
can be levied against viola-
tors.

“First strike and you’re 
out,” said Sara Nelson, 
president of the Associa-
tion of Flight Attendants. 
“We applaud FAA Admin-
istrator (Steve) Dickson for 
taking this clear stand for 
our safety and security.” 
Flight attendants dealt with 

numerous incidents of bad 
behavior in the days before 
and after Jan. 6, notably 
the refusal by some pas-
sengers to wear masks and 
the harassment of other 
passengers for their politi-
cal beliefs. The FBI is wor-
ried about an escalation in 
anti-government violence 
surrounding the inaugura-
tion of Joe Biden and Ka-
mala Harris on Wednesday.

“Flight” from page 10
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Aircraft Refurbishing, 
Interior/Exterior Detailing 

&  Upholstery Services
Tritex Corporation
FAA Repair Station 

ZTXR133L
Columbus 

International 
Airport

(614) 237-1814
www.tritexcorp.com

is available on Amazon or through 
Rose’s website:  

www.rosemariekern.com 

After President Reagan fired thou-
sands of Air Traffic Controllers in 
1981 it took a decade to rebuild the 
workforce.  I was one of those who 
flew blindly into  unknown territo-
ry in an attempt to make a better 
life for myself and my kids.   
 

Stress is Relative follows the ad-
ventures of a young, single mother  
from the day I heard about the job, 
through the challenges of the FAA 
Academy at a time when few wom-
en worked in this arena, through to 
the end of what became a very  
successful career.  

Is Air Traffic Control as stressful  
as everyone seems to think?   

“DF's” from page 7
Below 10,000 feet in 
that area he could not 
be seen by Air Traffic 
Control on Radar, so 
Flight Service used the 
DF receivers based on 
Guadalupe Peak and 
El Paso to triangulate 
his position and steer 
him towards Fabens 
airport close by.

A Riverside Flight 
Service specialist was 
overhearing trans-
missions between a 
California Highway 

patrol aircraft (CHP) 
and a young female 
student pilot who was 
lost.  They were trans-
mitting on 121.5 and 
CHP told her that he 
had her in sight, gave 
her a position and told 
her what heading to 
turn to in order to get 
back to Daggett air-
port.

The specialist was 
looking at his DF 
equipment and noticed 
something odd.  The 
bearings for the CHP 

aircraft were totally 
different than the ones 
coming from the stu-
dent.  At this point he 
went on frequency and 
asked the student to 
rock her wings.  After 
she did he asked CHP 
if he had seen the air-
craft he was following 
do so.  After a few 
moments the CHP said 
“oops”, and admitted 
he was following the 
wrong aircraft.

The specialist pro-
ceeded to identify the 

young lady’s position 
and steer her towards 
Daggett.    

As radar coverage 
improved across the 
nation the DF equip-
ment mostly laid 
unused.  By the late 
1990’s the FAA deter-
mined it was no lon-
ger worth keeping and 
they were decommis-
sioned one by one.

Direction Finders 
have served a great 
purpose, and have 
now passed over to 

being museum piec-
es, but it is good to 
acknowledge how they 
were once used in the 
ongoing effort to keep 
the skies safe. 

 
Rose Marie Kern 

worked in all three 
divisions of Air Traffic 
Control over a 34 year 
period and is now work-
ing on a book highlight-
ing the history of its first 
100 years.

the fatal accident rate 
for GA has fallen more 
than 50 percent. Techno-
logical advances, pilots 
consuming more safety 
materials, and increased 
flying hours all have con-
tributed to these record 
safety levels. 

Still, skeptics remain 
unconvinced, and prob-
ably always will. Much 
of that has to do with the 
alarmism cascading from 
our news networks and 
social media in the af-
termath of incidents. But 
there are things we can 
do as an aviation com-
munity and within the 
industry to address the 
stigma. 

We can do better in-

dividually. As we’ve all 
seen, sometimes the go/
no-go decision is the dif-
ference between life and 
death. We should strive 
to consume as much 
safety material as pos-
sible and learn from trag-
edy. AOPA’s Air Safety 
Institute has numerous 
award-winning safety re-
sources including pod-
casts, online courses, 
quizzes, videos, and in-
person seminars. 

We can also study the 
numbers. The release 
of ASI’s latest Joseph T. 
Nall Report brings posi-
tive news to the GA in-
dustry with data showing 
that 2017 saw a decrease 
in total accidents from 
2016. While 2018 saw a 
slight increase in total ac-

cidents, it’s important to 
note that the overall and 
fatal accident rates con-
tinued downward trends. 
ASI has completed a ma-
jor overhaul of the report 
to provide near-real-time 
accident data analysis as 
the data are updated on 
a rolling 30-day cycle. 

Let’s focus on what we 
can do to better improve 
safety records for gen-
eral aviation and tune out 
the rest. When the next 
big air tragedy strikes, 
I won’t hold my breath 
waiting for the media to 
accurately gather the 
facts—because, as we 
know, sensationalism 
sells

“AOPA” from page 5 

j
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AIRWORKS AVIATION  - JOE IVEY 
A&P IA MOBILE SERVICE FULL 
MAINTENANCE, REPAIRS AND 
ANNUALS (330) 261-4978.   2-6 

1966 PIPER CHEROKEE 140/150 
– 3925 TT, N7124R, 700 SMOH, 
FRESH ANNUAL, BASED AT 
(1G5) MEDINA CO. AIRPORT 
MEDINA, OHIO. $25,000.00 (330) 
784-3208 OR EMAIL: FAMOS60@
YAHOO.COM 9-2  

LOOKING FOR A THIRD PART-
NER IN A 1976 PA 28-181 - 
CHEROKEE ARCHER II ASKING 
$18,000.  ALL AVIONICS ARE 
UP-TO-DATE . IFR CERTIFIED.
ALWAYS HANGARED.  BASED 
AT LOST NATION AIRPORT, WIL-
LOUGHBY, OHIO CALL HOWARD 
ROWEN 216-870-2213.   12-2  

O-200A ENGINE-  REBUILD, 
BRAND NEW MILLENNIUM CYL-
INDERS AVAILABLE FOR SALE 
AND IMMEDIATE DELIVERY.  
PLEASE CALL JASON LORENZON  
330 472 5856     10-2 
4 - LYCOMING 0-360 CYL-
INDERS. 3 ARE LIKE NEW,
1 HAS A SCORE. $300.00  
330-805-7600   5-2 

AIRCRAFT WANTED: PILOT, 
PVT, INSTRUMENT, 1,000 HR, 
RETIRED, LOOKING FOR PART-
NERSHIP ASEL. PREFER 172 OR 
182 BUT WILL CONSIDER ALL 
POSSIBILITIES. PREFER BASE 
AT LNN, CGF, 7G8, POV. FOR-
MER PLANE OWNER, NEVER 
AN INCIDENT. EMAIL: IFRPI-
LOT1981@GMAIL.COM      10-2 

GARMIN 696 PORTABLE GPS W/
XM WEATHER. KNEE BOARD OR 
YOKE MOUNT – YOUR CHOICE. 
$500.00 (330)289-1651     8-2
NEW STRATUS 2S ADS-B RECEIV-
ER WITH CORD AND SUCTION 
MOUNT. $350.00 330-805-7600   
 5-2 

ZAON XRX PORTABLE COLLI-
SION AVOIDANCE SYSTEM WITH 
ANTENNA AND CABLES. $150.00  
330-805-7600   5-2 

AKRON FULTON HANGAR #62 – 
EASILY THE FINEST 42’ HANGAR 
AT AKR! HANGAR DOOR FACES 
EAST, GARAGE DOOR (SPACE FOR 
AUTO IN ADDITION TO PLANE, 
PLUS MUCH MORE) FACES WEST, 
A LARGE WINDOW 10 FEET OFF 
THE FLOOR FACES SOUTH TO-
WARDS THE RUNWAY. FULLY IN-
SULATED WITH GAS HEAT, ELEC-
TRIC, LIGHTING AND WATER. 
INSTALLED ELECTRIC WINCH, 
CRAFTSMAN 22” SNOW THROW-
ER, 5’ LADDER AND SUNDRY IN-
CLUDED. IF THE HANGAR IS ALL 
THAT I PRESENT, AND YOU ARE 
NOT WILLING TO PAY $68,500.00 
PLEASE DO NOT RESPOND. 
CALL 330-896-3206  6-2
CONDO HANGAR AT LORAIN 
COUTY AIRPORT (LPR). 3200 
SQ. FT., 50 X 16  BI-FOLD 
DOORS, NEW FACILITIES, 
NEW HEATERS, FANS, LIGHTS, 
KITCHEN, RESTROOM, 
SHOWER. PHOTOS AVAILABLE. 
ASKING $175,000.00 CONTACT 
BILL VARGA (440)4271927    3-2
T-HANGAR FOR SALE @ AKRON 
FULTON AIRPORT (AKR). 
CONCRETE BLOCK WALL, 
CONCRETE FLOOR, WATER, 
HEAT, TV, TELEPHONE, INTERNET, 
FLUORESCENT LIGHTING. CALL 
330-699-9399.       11-2 
T-HANGARS AVAILABLE, 48 X 
14 BI FOLD DOOR, CONCRETE 
RAMPS. 5E9 CONTACT RICH-
ARD PACKER 740-494-2554 6-2
T-HANGARS FOR RENT @ AK-
RON FULTON (AKR) 40’ BI-FOLD 
DOOR.  330-687-6848 7-2
FOR SALE OR RENT - CON-
DO HANGAR @ KPOV.  OVER-
SIZED END UNIT WITH LIVING 
QUARTERS AND BATHROOM. 
INCLUDES STOVE, REFRIG-
ERATOR, FURNITURE. $200 
MONTHLY OR $55,000.00 CALL 
(330)957-0011      6-2 

AIRCRAFT HANGAR FOR RENT 
(WADSWORTH AIRPORT 3G3). 
LARGE HANGAR WITH 45’ 
DOOR. PERFECT FOR TWINS OR 
SINGLES. CALL BILL @ 440-829-
7758 OR 330-535-3348.      11-2

HANGAR FOR SALE AT POR-
TAGE COUNTY AIRPORT (POV), 
RAVENNA, OHIO. LOCATED ON 
NORTH SIDE, HAS COMPLETELY 
FURNISHED PILOT’S LOUNGE, 
GAS HEAT. END UNIT. ASKING 
$87,500. (330) 805-7600 8-2 
MOLE FIELD – SOUTH OF HOP-
KINS – HANGARS WITH 40 
FOOT DOORS, TOTAL CON-
CRETE FLOOR, FREE ELECTRIC. 
$100.00 CALL MARK  (440) 458-
0123  9-2
AIRPORT FOR LEASE! 
DOUGHERTY AIRPORT 3200 E/W 
AND 2000 N/S TURF RUNWAYS. 
BELLVUE, OHIO. CALL 419-217-
1787      11-2 

HANGAR FOR SALE AT MARION 
COUNTY AIRPORT, MARION, 
OHIO   (KMNN). INTERIOR 
HANGAR DIMENSIONS ARE 
33’4” X 82’15”, HAS (2) HIGH 
FOLD 41 FT DOORS. FLOOR IS 
CONCRETE AND HAS INTERIOR 
LIGHTING. $135,000.00  CALL 
740-389-7083.  4-2 
DESIRABLE, LARGER 48’ 
HANGAR FOR SALE @ AKRON 
EXECUTIVE AIRPORT (AKR).  
UNIT #39, WEST FACING. 
CEILING FANS, FLUORESCENT 
LIGHTING, WATER, TV, 
PHONE & INTERNET.  FULLY 
INSULATED, GAS HEAT W/
ADDITIONAL INFRARED FRONT 
HEATER, FROST-PROTECTED 
WATER HYDRANT.  PAINTED 
CONCRETE FLOOR.   $65,000 
OR BEST REASONABLE 
OFFER.  CALL ROB:  330-338-
8078 AFTER 6:00 PM OR EMAIL 
SHIRLEYSHRIVER@MAC.COM 
 12-4
T-HANGAR  #51 FOR SALE 
AT AKRON FULTON (AKR).  
INCLUDES WATER, GAS HEAT, 
SNOW BLOWER,  ELECTRIC 
TOW, DESK, ELECTRIC PRE-
HEATER AND CABINETS.  
$45,000.  330-656-9779    5-2 
FOR SALE OR RENT – HANGAR 
@ KPOV OVERSIZED END UNIT 
WITH BI-FOLD DOOR. $225.00 A 
MONTH OR $49,000.00 (330)957-
0011     6-2 
T-HANGAR FOR RENT AT 
PORTAGE COUNTY AIRPORT 
(POV), NORTH SIDE. $240/MO. 
WHUBIN@KENT.EDU               12-2 
HANGAR FOR SALE @ AKRON 
FULTON AIRPORT (AKR) 42 FT 
HEATED WITH WATER, TV AND 
INTERNET. $45,000.00. 
CALL DAVE (330) 704-2036.  
 10-2 

HELICOPTER DOLLY & TRACTOR 
- LESKO  3 CYCLE DIESEL  
TRACTOR W/ HYDRAULIC FRONT 
TOW BAR, ALONG WITH A  12 FT 
X 11 FT  EIGHT WHEEL DOLLY.
ASKING $3500.00 EACH OR 
$6500.00 FOR BOTH. MOWER 
DECK INCLUDED AND RUNS 
GREAT.  MOWER DECK NEEDS 
REPAIR.  CALL 330.329.4124   8-2

Aviation Insurance Brokers

Call us first!
Serving Pilots

for over 40 years

Call Thomas Dus

1-800-545-3262
SERVING

AZ, CA, FL, GA, IL, IN, KY, LA,
MI, MO, NH, NJ, NY, NC, OH, PA,

SC, TM, TX, VA, WV, WI

LORIAN COUNTY
REGIONAL AIRPORT
www.skysurance.com

AIRCRAFT
INSURANCE HANGARS

PIPER

AIRCRAFT PARTS

AIRCRAFT MAINTENANCE

LIGHT SPORT AIRPLANE & GLIDER 
MAINTENANCE & INSPECTIONS                

Certified Rotax Maintenance & Service
Pre-Buy Inspections/Aircraft Restoration                 

Contact Perry at 
renovate@polestaraero.com 

614-496-3423

AIRCRAFT WANTED

Fairfield County 
Airport (LHQ)

T-Hangars for Rent
• Sizes for Singles & Twins
• 24-hour fuel sales
• 25 miles/3 lights from 
 Downtown Columbus
• 2 months free rent 
 w/lease
• 5,000 ft. runway
• Food & lodging nearby
• ASOS & WSI weather - 
 Localizer & LPV 
 approaches
• Check out our fuel prices

Call Matt at
 740-654-7001

AVIONICS

Low Cost 
Action Ads

Action ads $1.00 
per word, min. ad 
$20.00. Ad will run 
for 2 issues. Add 

$5.00 if a picture is 
to be used with your 
ad. No pictures will 
be returned. Send 
your check with 

your ad or use VISA 
or MASTERCARD. 

 DEADLINE: 
19th of each 

month.

330-296-5002 
Or Email: 

PPNEWS7600@AOL.COM

HELICOPTER – MISC

SOLD

SOLD
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Got Aircraft Manuals? 
We Do! 250,000 in Stock

Request For Quote to: rfq@esscoaircraft.com
877-318-1555 Fax: 888-249-4165

We Buy and Sell New and Used Aircraft Manuals. Dealer Inquiries Welcome.

Aircraft Maintenance
Jackson County Airport I18 WV

304-273-0700  
www.wvplaneworks.com

Eagleflightsim.com

440-497-0374

AFFORDABLE
FAA APPROVED

CONVENIENT
SAFE

Please Recyclej

“Camping” from page 16
make a mistake here and 
it destroys them.  Do not 
take the Standardized Field 
Sobriety Tests.  Period.  I 
am not aware of any state 
which mandates a driver do 
them upon the request of 
an officer. They are solely 
used to get incriminating 
evidence against you.  Be 
aware though officers can 
be persistent about this and 
cajoling.  They may even say 
“we’re doing some tests.”  
My line was this: You feel like 
you’re okay to drive tonight, 
right? (Everyone always says 
they’re okay to drive, be-
cause, well, who wouldn’t).  
Then I would lead the next 
question: “You have no prob-
lem doing a few quick tests 
just to ensure you’re okay 
to drive, right?  If you pass, 
you’ll be free to go.”  Now I 
got you thinking, this is your 
out.  This is your escape from 
this nightmare.  You think 
that because you got a 97% 
on your private pilot written 
you can ace this test.  The 
truth is you cannot ace it, 
and in fact you will probably 
fail miserably.  Even sober 
people fail them sometimes. 
Again, you’re not think-
ing clearly, and you’re also 
among the 99% of people 
who acquiesce and agree to 
do the SFSTs.  The odds are 
though, if you’re even around 
a .08% bac or greater, you’re 
going to fail the tests and 
you’re likely going to be ar-
rested.  So do not take them.  
What you do say is that you 
don’t have time to take them, 
and you need to go.  At this 
point, you’re really in hurry 
to get the hell out of there, 
right?  The officer may ask 
if you think you’re going to 
fail them and that’s why you 

don’t want to take them or 
ask if you’re hiding some-
thing; you repeat the man-
tra—in a non-agitated, re-
spectful manner.

Describing the SFSTs in 
detail is beyond this article, 
but in my experience, they 
are pretty accurate, particu-
larly the HGN. I typically ad-
vise clients not to take them.  
The goal is to provide as 
little information as possible 
to the officer as he intellec-
tually weighs whether or not 
he has “probable cause” to 
arrest you for DUI.  It also 
gives your attorney the most 
ammunition to work with lat-
er in the event you are in fact 
arrested.

At this stage you may 
be asked to take an onsite 
screening test.  This is basi-
cally a portable breath test 
that is administered road-
side.  The laws and man-
dates vary state-by-state 
and the advice of whether 
to take the test or refuse the 
test can vary materially by 
state and particular circum-
stances.  In North Dakota, my 
general advice is to refuse 
the onsite screening test, 
but later take the “chemical 
test.”  The chemical test is 
usually the courtroom ad-
missible test and is what is 
considered someone’s of-
ficial blood alcohol concen-
tration.  You may lose your 
license in some states for 
refusing the onsite screening 
test and some states crimi-
nalize refusal of either the 
onsite screening test or the 
chemical test. 

A critical note:  what may 
be the best course of action 
from a criminal law perspec-
tive may have serious im-
pacts on an airman’s eligibil-
ity to hold an FAA medical 

certificate (to be discussed 
in Part II).  An action against 
your driver’s license related 
to a DUI/DWI such as a sus-
pension (including a suspen-
sion based on a refusal) must 
be reported to FAA within 60 
days.  See 14 C.F.R. § 61.15.  
Moreover, any DUI arrest will 
need to be reported on the 
airman’s next medical ap-
plication, and the Aviation 
Medical Examiner perform-
ing the exam will be required 
to defer the application to 
FAA for further evaluations 
if the airman refused to test.  
Consult with a lawyer in your 
state and with your unique 
circumstances to determine 
what is the best course of 
action.

There are a couple of 
other miscellaneous items 
that can help your attorney 
fight for you.  Ask to speak 
to an attorney twice during 
the interaction.  First, if you 
are asked to take an on-
site screening test (portable 
breath test), and second 
before you take the actual 
chemical test (blood, breath, 
or urine).  Some states pro-
vide you a statutory right to 
counsel and officers are of-
ten confused about what to 
do in these situations.  We 
have successfully defended 
a number of DUIs on denial 
of this right.  It also can delay 
things.  Usually, if you are in 

fact arrested, delaying things 
is a desirable outcome.  
Some states allow for an 
independent chemical test, 
so it can be advantageous 
to ask for your own blood or 
breath test.  And finally, be-
ing flippant, rude, and disre-
spectful will get you nowhere 
on the street when you’re 
stopped.  Police officers are 
human beings who often get 
treated poorly by the pub-
lic and you, again, can talk 
yourself into a hole pretty 
quick.  Make smart decisions 
when you’re stopped by the 
police, and let your attorney 
do the fighting for you on the 
backend. 

I do not want to create the 
perception that I am encour-
aging intoxicated driving.  
The cold truth is that some 
of us will find ourselves in 
a situation that could have 
grave consequences to our 
freedom, our finances, our 
reputations, and definitely 
our aviation lives.  Being 
stopped for suspected DUI/
DWI is one of those times.  
Never drink and drive.  Pe-
riod.  Hard stop.  Part II will 
pivot from law enforcement 
to FAA procedures involving 
DUI/DWI events and will ap-
pear in the following issue.

The opinions expressed in 
this article are those of the 
author(s).
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Ric Peri  |  VFR Pilot, VP Government & Industry Affairs, AEA

“I FLEW THREE APPROACHES, PERFECTLY, BY HAND WITH
THE HUD, WITHOUT ANY PRIOR APPROACH EXPERIENCE. AMAZING!”

IMAGINE WHAT IT CAN DO FOR YOU!

SMALL · LIGHTWEIGHT · AFFORDABLE

For Piston, Turbo-Prop and Light Jet Aircraft · Part 23

HUDs MAKE FLYING SAFER

Limited Introductory Promotion Positions Available

Flight Safety Foundation. Head-Up Guidance System Technology -- A clear path to increasing flight safety. 2009

HEAD UP
EYES OUT

SAFE

j

a way to reinvigorate 
my desire to pilot an 
airplane in addition to 
reminding me what “fly-
ing by the seat of your 
pants” felt like. With 
freshly dried ink on my 
medical certificate and 
a reacquired aviation 
bug (a famished one at 

that), I was excited to 
get back at the controls 
of an airplane. 

That first flight in mid-
February of 2020 is 
a vivid one filled with 
anxiousness, familiar-
ity, and awe. My anx-
iousness showed when 
I started my preflight 
20 minutes before our 

flight was scheduled 
to begin. The familiar-
ity surfaced when I re-
leased the ignition from 
the start position and 
the engine came alive 
with a long forgotten 
rumble and vibration 
that reminded my body 
and mind, you’re at the 
plate now. And the awe 

was evident on my face 
when I pulled all three 
wheels of the Cessna 
172 off the pavement 
and left the bounds of 
terra firma. 

As I watched the run-
way and then the trees 
disappear under our 
wings, I knew I was right 
where I was supposed 
to be at that moment in 
time. The exhilaration of 
nullifying the 9.8 meters 
per second squared 
that keeps layman on 
the ground is one that 
only a fellow pilot can 
share in. After departing 
the traffic pattern, we 
ventured into the local 
practice area and, af-
ter performing clearing 
turns, we jumped right 
into steep turns. 

As much as I’d like 
to say I pegged the al-
titude and rolled out 
within five degrees, my 
first flight maneuver in 
almost five years was 
not to standards—but 
sure was it fun. Through 
repetition and practice I 
eventually started feel-
ing my wake when I’d 
roll out, and the confi-
dence began to build. 
After a few more me-
diocre maneuvers, we 
direct-to’d the airport 
and ran our checklists. 

Due to starting our 
lesson an hour before 
the normal flight school 
blocks began, the traffic 
pattern was completely 
clear and my workload 
consisted of just flying 
the pattern and mak-
ing calls. I purposely 
flew extended legs of 
the pattern to allow ad-
ditional time to get pre-
pared for my first ap-
proach in half a decade, 
and wouldn’t you know, 
my Irish luck kicked in 
when Mother Nature 
gifted me with a paltry 
headwind of three knots 
at 20 degrees off the 
nose. 

As the runway num-
bers grew larger and 

larger, I kept my scan cy-
cling between airspeed 
and runway and before I 
knew it, I was exchang-
ing airspeed for my 
angle against the hori-
zon. “Don’t climb, don’t 
climb,” was the mantra 
from the little voice in-
side my head. I stalled 
the airplane less than a 
foot off the ground and 
was elated. The amount 
of rust that fell off my 
aviation ego right then 
and there could have 
been mistaken as a 
pile of late fall leaves a 
quarter of the way down 
runway 22 at Clermont 
County Airport. I taxied 
to our parking spot and 
returned the Skyhawk 
to its quiet, albeit short-
lived, slumber. 

We meticulously de-
briefed the flight (at my 
request) and discussed 
areas to improve, lit-
erature to review, and 
scheduled our next 
flight for the follow-
ing week. I remember 
walking to my car after 
our debrief and feeling 
a type of bliss at what 
I had accomplished in 
the previous two hours. 
I’d successfully dusted 
off my pilot’s license, 
cleaned the rust off my 
airborne prowess, and 
in return I had fresh ink 
in my logbook. Confir-
mation that the physics 
of flight hadn’t changed 
during my time away re-
assured me that I could 
regain my proficiency 
and unlock this hidden 
skill that had gone dor-
mant for years of my 
life. 

It was a great feel-
ing, and I may not have 
stopped smiling that 
entire day at work. But 
I wasn’t rust free, and I 
had a little more work 
to do before I could call 
myself an active pilot.

“Pilot” from page 17
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MORE INFORMATION: 
SPORTYS.COM/COURSES

1.800.SPORTYS (776.7897)
Clermont County/Sporty’s Airport

Batavia, OhioPPNEWS2012A

★★★★★
Flight Gear iPad Bag 
Specifi cally made
for the iPad
10034A   $69.95

★★★★★
Sentry ADS-B
Receiver
Subscription-free 
weather for ForeFlight 
with CO detector
6891A   $499.00

TOP RATED PRODUCTS

★★★★★
Redbird Flight
Simulator Alloy Yoke
The most realistic home 
simulation controls
22116A   $799.00

★★★★★
Bose A20 
Aviation Headset
#1 headset in aviation
3490A   $1,095.95

★★★★★
Flight Outfi tters
Bush Pilot Flashlight
Rechargeable 
fl ashlight can also 
charge your phone
3090A   $89.95

★★★★★
tailBeacon by uAvionix
Get ADS-B Out compliant
2836A   $1,999.00

Learn To Fly
COURSE

2021
EDITION

Ace your FAA written test, save money during fl ight training, and 
become a better pilot with Sporty’s Learn to Fly Course. This fl exible 
training platform allows you to create your own training plan and learn 
at your own pace. Over 15 hours of HD video and animations explain 
everything you need to know to earn your Private Pilot certifi cate and 
feel confi dent in the left seat. Combine that with powerful test prep 
tools, a comprehensive document library, and convenient app options, 
and you have aviation’s most complete training course.

#E1753A   $249.00

What’s New:
    New video segments

    All-new online platform

    Test prep question search

     Microsoft Flight
Simulator lessons

     Enhanced fl ashcard mode

    ACS with embedded videos

    Bring your own documents

    Video transcripts

FAA

FAA

FAA


